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Scherer, Peter. Deutsches Lesebuch mit Sprech- und Sprackiibungen. New 

York: Henry Holt & Co. 

According to the Preface the aim of this book is twofold: "First, to make 
the pupil acquainted with the inner life of the German people, and second, to 
prepare him through the direct method for work of more literary merit." The 
six main divisions are entitled: I, "Gottersagen"; II, "Heldensagen"; III, 
"Fabeln"; IV, "Erzahlungen"; V, " Marchen und Sagen " ; VI, "Dichtung." 
The book is provided with direct-method exercises, a German-English-German 
vocabulary, and a number of illustrations. 

The reading matter is written in a simple style, but passive and subjunctive 
forms of all kinds are used very freely. On account of the nature of the subject- 
matter a large number of words not in common use in simple German have also 
been employed. Both of these elements contribute in the writer's opinion to 
make this reader suitable for second- rather than first-year work, for which it 
is advocated. 

Allen, Philip S. An den Ufern des Rheins. New York: Henry Holt & Co. 

An den Ufern des Rheins is a reader of the guidebook type. The text 
consists of descriptions of places along the Rhine, interwoven with legends > 
historical facts, poems, and personal experiences. A large number of well- 
selected but not very distinct pictures illustrate the text. A German-English 
vocabulary is also provided. 

The vocabulary and grammatical constructions are simple from the point 
of view of the second-year high-school student, but since this vocabulary is 
very extensive and there are no questions and exercises based on the text by 
means of which it might be assimilated, the book will prove most successful 
in the hands of students who already have a considerable vocabulary. A 
third-year high-school student will probably derive the most profit and enjoy- 
ment from its perusal. 

Scholz, Frederick W. German Science Reader. New York: Macmillan. 

German Science Reader is a textbook of exceptional interest. The char- 
acter of the book is indicated in the following quotation from the Preface: 

The selections are chosen from the fields of chemistry, physics, and biology, with 
two supplementary articles on modern industry from its scientific aspect. To make 
the Reader truly modern, articles on the dye industry, the telephone, wireless teleg- 
raphy, the airship, the submarine, and modern methods of industrial efficiency have 
been included. Throughout an attempt has been made to associate the facts of 
science with human experience. To further this end and also to give a wider range 
of vocabulary, biographies of representative German scientists like Humboldt, Liebig, 
Helmholtz, and Haeckel have been added. 

Footnotes in simple German assist the student in reading the more difficult 
portions of the text. English explanations have been employed, however, 
when it seemed necessary. Biographical notes and data of general information 



